
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOCA-Peds—Pediatric Emergency Medicine
2022 Content Area Feedback Report

Purpose of this report
The purpose of this report is to provide feedback to the pediatric emergency medicine com-
munity regarding content areas of strength and weakness, information which may be useful
for identifying potential gaps in knowledge and guiding the development of educational ma-
terials. Using data from the American Board of Pediatrics’ (ABP) Maintenance of Certification
Assessment for Pediatrics (MOCA-Peds), this report summarizes diplomate performance on
the questions within each of the 48 content areas assessed in 2022.

MOCA-Peds content areas
In 2022,MOCA-Peds—Pediatric Emergency Medicine consisted of questions from a total of 48
content areas, broken down as follows:

• 45 learning objectives1 — Each diplomate initially received one question from each of the
45 specific content areas drawn from the pediatric emergency medicine content outline.

• Three featured readings1 — Each diplomate also received two questions per featured
reading (eg, clinical guidelines, journal articles) for a total of six featured reading ques-
tions.

A pool of questions was developed for each learning objective and for each featured reading.
Questions were then drawn from the pool and administered to diplomates throughout 2022
according to the specifications described in the bulleted list above.

Understanding this report
This report provides a graphical summary of diplomate performance on each of the 48 con-
tent areas assessed in 2022. Within the graphic and in the example below, the point ( • )
reflects the average percent correct for all questions within that learning objective or featured
reading. The bar (—) reflects the range of percent correct values for the questions within that
learning objective or featured reading. More specifically, the bar’s lower endpoint indicates
the most difficult question (ie, answered correctly by the lowest percentage of diplomates) and
the bar’s upper endpoint indicates the easiest question (ie, answered correctly by the highest
percentage of diplomates).

2019 American Heart Association Focused Update on Pediatric Advanced Life Support: An Update to the

American Heart Association Guidelines for Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and Emergency Cardiovascular

Care (Featured Reading)
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1Each diplomate also received 15 “repeat” questions selected from their original subset of learning objective
and featured reading questions. Performance on the repeat administrations is not included in this report.

https://www.abp.org/sites/abp/files/pdf/content-outline-emergency-medicine.pdf


A note of caution
Many factors (eg, specific content of the question, wording of the question, plausibility of the
incorrect answers) can impact diplomate performance on any question. It is thus difficult to
determine if poor performance on a single question, or small set of questions, within a given
content area reflects a true gap in diplomate knowledge or if the question(s) associated with
that content area were difficult for other reasons (or some combination of both). Collectively,
the entire set of MOCA-Peds questions (across all content areas) constitutes a psychometrically
valid assessment of the diplomate’s overall level of knowledge. Performance within a given
content area is based on fewer questions, however, and is therefore less useful for making
inferences about diplomate knowledge in that specific content area.

It is important to note again that for security reasons, a pool of questions was developed for
each content area so that each diplomate received a unique set of questions. In addition, the
number of questions can vary from one content area to the next. In cases where a content
area had a relatively large pool of questions, the number of diplomates who answered each
question was reduced, which diminished the statistical precision of each question’s percent
correct value. In cases where a content area had a relatively small number of questions, each
question was answered by a larger number of diplomates, but the overall breadth of the content
being assessed within that content area was constrained, which limits the generalizability of
the results.

In other words, MOCA-Peds was designed to assess individual diplomates with respect to their
overall level of knowledge in pediatric emergency medicine. It was not designed to provide
the pediatric community with diagnostic feedback pertaining to specific content areas within
pediatric emergency medicine. The results within this report may be informative and useful for
that secondary purpose, but they should be interpreted with a degree of caution.

Additional notes
• To protect the security of the content of the assessment, the questions themselves, along

with information about the number of questions in the pool for any particular learning
objective or featured reading, are not provided in this report.

• This report contains data aggregated across many diplomates participating in the MOCA-
Peds program and cannot be used to make inferences or draw conclusions regarding any
particular diplomate.
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2019 American Heart Association Focused Update on Pediatric Advanced Life Support: An Update to the

American Heart Association Guidelines for Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and Emergency Cardiovascular

Care (Featured Reading)

Evaluate and manage complications related to the ventilator−dependent patient.

Distinguish the important features of tickborne infections.

Recognize and manage tendon injuries.

Apply the principles of post−resuscitation care in the emergency setting.

Recognize and appropriately evaluate patients with somatoform disorders.

Recognize and manage iron ingestion.

Evaluate and manage head and neck infections.

Unscheduled Procedural Sedation: A Multidisciplinary Consensus Practice Guideline (Featured Reading)

Describe different EMS provider levels and scopes of practice.

Critical Crossroads: Pediatric Mental Health Care In The Emergency Department (Featured Reading)

Evaluate and manage new−onset psychosis.

Recognize and manage acute myocardial infarction.

Recognize and manage the complications of treatments for oncologic conditions.

Describe priniciples of providing emergency care in disasters, multi−casualty events, and mass

gatherings.

Recognize and manage symptoms of high altitude exposure.

Compare and contrast the principles and applications of different research study designs.

Recognize and manage heat−related illnesses.

Plan the management of an obstructed airway in the setting of major trauma.

Manage paraphimosis and phimosis.

Diagnosis and manage neonatal seizures.

Evaluate and treat joint dislocations.

Recognize and manage complications of nephrotic syndrome/nephritis.

Describe the techniques and limitations of airway management devices.

Recognize and manage emergencies associated with inborn errors of metabolism.

Recognize and evaluate the need for replacement blood products in non−trauma presentations.

Differentiate features of primary immunodeficiencies.

Recognize and manage atopic dermatitis and its complications.

Recognize and manage a victim of physical abuse.

Evaluate and manage penetrating thoracic trauma.

Describe the method for placing intraosseous catheters.

Manage bradycardia.

Recognize and respond to a victim of human trafficking.

Manage wound complications.

Develop a diagnostic and management plan that takes into consideration the interaction between acute

problems and underlying chronic illnesses in medically and technologically complex patients.

Recognize and manage adrenal disorders.

Evaluate and manage vaginal bleeding.

Recognize the barriers in detecting and reporting safety concerns.

Recognize and manage inhalational burn injuries.

Recognize and manage opioid overdose.

Recognize indications for and interpret imaging of blunt abdominal/pelvic trauma.

Evaluate and manage acute gastrointestinal bleeding.

Recognize indications for and interpret imaging studies of cervical and spinal cord injuries.

Manage impending herniation of the brain in patients with altered mental status.

Recognize and manage stroke.

Evaluate and manage conditions of the anterior and posterior eye chambers.

Recognize and manage a patient requiring procedural sedation.

Identify closed−loop communication for clinical care.
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Sample: Included in the sample were all diplomates who have answered at least one question in 2022 (N = 1,444).
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