MOCA-Peds—General Pediatrics
2019 Content Area Feedback Report
Purpose of this report
The purpose of this report is to provide feedback to the general pediatrics community regarding content areas of strength and weakness, information which may be useful for identifying
potential gaps in knowledge and guiding the development of educational materials. Using data
from the American Board of Pediatrics’ (ABP) Maintenance of Certification Assessment for Pediatrics (MOCA-Peds), this report summarizes diplomate performance on the questions within
each of the 49 content areas assessed in 2019.

MOCA-Peds content areas
In 2019, MOCA-Peds—General Pediatrics consisted of questions from a total of 49 content
areas, broken down as follows:
• 45 learning objectives — Each diplomate received a total of 60 questions associated with
the set of 45 specific content areas drawn from the general pediatrics content outline.
Those 60 questions consisted of 45 “new” questions (one for each learning objective)
and 15 identical “repeat” questions selected from the original set of 45 new questions.
• 3 featured readings — Each diplomate also received 6 questions (2 questions per featured reading) associated with the 3 featured readings (eg, clinical guidelines, journal
articles).
• 1 emerging topic — Diplomates also received 1 question pertaining to a timely or pressing
clinical pediatric issue (eg, Zika, measles outbreak).
It is important to note that a pool of questions was developed for each learning objective and
for each featured reading. Questions were then drawn from the pool and administered to
diplomates throughout 2019, adhering to the specifications described above (1 new question
per learning objective, 2 new questions per featured reading, 15 repeat questions).

Understanding this report
This report provides a graphical summary of diplomate performance on each of the 49 content areas assessed in 2019. Within the graphic and in the example below, the point ( • )
reflects the average percent correct for all questions within that learning objective or featured
reading. The bar (—) reflects the range of percent correct values for the questions within that
learning objective or featured reading. More specifically, the bar’s lower endpoint indicates
the most difficult question (ie, answered correctly by the lowest percentage of diplomates) and
the bar’s upper endpoint indicates the easiest question (ie, answered correctly by the highest
percentage of diplomates).
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A note of caution
Many factors (eg, specific content of the question, wording of the question, plausibility of the
incorrect answers) can impact diplomate performance on any question. It is thus difficult to
determine if poor performance on a single question, or small set of questions, within a given
content area reflects a true gap in diplomate knowledge or if the question(s) associated with
that content area were difficult for other reasons (or some combination of both). Collectively,
the entire set of MOCA-Peds questions (across all content areas) constitutes a psychometrically
valid assessment of the diplomate’s overall level of knowledge. Performance within a given
content area is based on fewer questions, however, and is therefore less useful for making
inferences about diplomate knowledge in that specific content area.
It is important to note again that for security reasons, a pool of questions was developed for
each content area so that each diplomate received a unique set of questions. In addition, the
number of questions can vary from one content area to the next. In cases where a content
area had a relatively large pool of questions, the number of diplomates who answered each
question was reduced, which diminished the statistical precision of each question’s percent
correct value. In cases where a content area had a relatively small number of questions, each
question was answered by a larger number of diplomates, but the overall breadth of the content
being assessed within that content area was constrained, which limits the generalizability of
the results.
In other words, MOCA-Peds was designed to assess individual diplomates with respect to their
overall level of knowledge in general pediatrics. It was not designed to provide the pediatric
community with diagnostic feedback pertaining to specific content areas within general pediatrics. The results within this report may be informative and useful for that secondary purpose,
but they should be interpreted with a degree of caution.

Additional notes
• To protect the security of the content of the assessment, the questions themselves, along
with information about the number of questions in the pool for any particular learning
objective or featured reading, are not provided in this report.
• This report contains data aggregated across many diplomates participating in the MOCAPeds program and cannot be used to make inferences or draw conclusions regarding any
particular diplomate.
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2.

Manage a child with exposure to a communicable disease.

3.

Evaluate and manage a child at risk for type 2 diabetes.

●

4.

Recognize the risks associated with cannibis use.

●

5.

Interpret tuberculosis screening test results and manage appropriately.

●

6.

Recognize findings that would suggest an immunodeficiency.

●

7.

Provide anticipatory guidance for a child with asplenia.

●

8.

Evaluate and manage a child with gross hematuria.

●

9.

Recognize the clinical features of neuroblastoma.

●

●

10. Manage urticaria.

●

11. Evaluate and manage back pain in children.

●

12. Recognize the clinical features of measles (Emerging Topic)

●

13. Evaluate a child with hemoptysis.

●

14. Evaluate an adolescent with a testicular mass.

●

15. Manage an adolescent girl with menorrhagia.

●

16. Plan appropriate ventilatory support for a child.

●

17. Manage local and regional reactions to insect bites or stings.

●

18. Understand etiology and differential diagnosis of elbow pain in the child or adolescent athlete.

●

19. Evaluate and manage neonatal jaundice.

●

20. Recognize and plan evaluation of a child with joint hypermobility.

●

21. Understand the evaluation for developmental dysplasia of the hip.

●

22. Know the differential diagnosis of lower extremity weakness.

●

23. Guidelines for adolescent depression in primary care (GLAD−PC): Part ll Treatment and ongoing management
(Featured Reading)

●

24. Recognize the clinical presentation of lysosomal storage disorder.

●

25. Plan appropriate antibiotic therapy for a child with lower respiratory tract infection.

●

26. Know the recommended immunization schedule for adolescents.

●

27. Evaluate a patient with leukocoria.

●

28. Diagnose and manage a neonate with an abnormal head size or shape.

●

29. Provide guidance regarding car seats and restraints.

●

30. Provide appropriate health supervision for a child with trisomy 21.

●

31. Evaluate a hypotonic infant.

●

32. Manage a patient with poor school performance.

●

33. Administration of influenza vaccines to egg allergic recipients: A practice parameter update 2017
(Featured Reading)

●

34. Understand the extrapulmonary manifestations of cystic fibrosis.

●

35. Evaluate and manage a prepubertal girl with vaginal discharge.

●

36. Recognize the risk factors for familial hyperlipidemia.

●

37. Recognize and manage pelvic inflammatory disease.

●

38. Manage a patient with supraventricular tachycardia.

●

39. Recognize the clinical manifestations of abusive head trauma in an infant.

●

40. Evaluate suicide risk in an adolescent.

●

41. Recognize the barriers in detecting and reporting safety concerns.

●

42. Diagnose and manage neonatal abstinence syndrome.

●

43. Provide advice regarding an infectious disease outbreak in the child care setting.

●

44. Identify factors related to school absenteeism or avoidance.

●

45. Recognize the clinical presentation of leukemia.

●

46. Recognize and apply ethical principles involved in using new technologies in medicine.

●

47. Recognize clinical manifestations of hemolytic−uremic syndrome.

●

48. Recognize causes of gastrointestinal bleeding.

●

49. Evaluate the developmental status of infants from 9 to 12 months of age.

●

Sample: Included in the sample were all diplomates who currently have a Part 3 (exam) requirement that could be fulfilled through MOCA−Peds and
answered at least one question in 2019 (N = 3,575).

